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leading to the adoption of the euro33. The fact that EU membership is voluntary is not in itself 

conclusive since ‘[S]overeignty is … given full expression in the right of any State to join a 
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(ii) the European institutions have acted ultra vires (in both of the foregoing cases, without the 

treaties appearing to offer any remedy guaranteeing an early return to legality); or (iii) a Member 

State faces extraordinary difficulties that prevent it complying with its treaty obligations. While 
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could be expelled against its will, either from the EU or EMU. Part Two of this paper will 

examine these questions.  

2 A collective ‘right of expulsion’ from the EU or EMU? 

The recognition of a unilateral right of secession by the drafters of the Lisbon Treaty inevitably 

prompts the following question: if Member States are to have the right to secede voluntarily, 

should there not be a possibility for their fellow Member States to expel them from the EU if their 
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treaties, for which the unanimous consent of all Member States is necessary under Article 48 
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encourage it to comply with its treaty obligations99. Since expulsion would put a Member State in 

a situation where it would no longer be able to comply with its obligations, however genuine its 

remorse for past mistakes and however firm its commitment never again to fail to meet its 

obligations, such a right would be at odds with the treaties, and in particular with the conciliatory
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question of whether sanctions are an integral part of any rule of law (even if only implicitly) or 
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3 Implications of a Member State’s withdrawal or expulsion for its euro area 

participation and its use of the euro 
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Treaty or, more recently, from the Lisbon Treaty, would pose a qualitatively different and 

arguably intolerable challenge to the EU’s integrity and sustainability. Moreover, even if it were 

accepted that it is
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from the market)115. There are two distinct ‘euroisation’ possibilities, the unilateral and the 

consensual one. The EU’s views on unilateral euroisation by a candidate country for accession to 
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